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Genel Bir
Degerlendirme

Ilhan Tekeli

Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti bir cagdaslasma iddiasimi yasama gecirme projesidir.
Her cagdaslasma projesinde oldugu gibi, dayanagini temelde insana
giivenden almaktadir. Bu giivenin bir yaninda insanin, doganin ve
toplumun diizenini kavrayabilme ve bunlara iligkin olarak bilimsel bilgi
gelistirme kapasitesine sahip olmasina, ote yaninda ise kendisi igin iyi
olanin ne olduguna karar verebilme yetisi bulunduguna inang yatmaktadr.
Boyle bir insan kendi kaderini kendisi cizebilendir. Gercekte her tiirlii
mithendislik yaklagimin temelinde boyle bir inang bulunmaktadir. Bu
nedenle Tiirkiye Cumhuriyetin cagdaslasma yolunu secmesi en genel
anlamda bir miihendislik iddiasin1 ortaya koymas1 demektir. Ne yazik
ki ne modernlesme, ne de mithendislik yazininda s6z konusu 6zdeslik
yeterince iglenmemis ve bu konuda toplumda bir farkindalik
yaratilamamugtir.

Bir toplumun geleneksel bir yapidan modern bir yapiya déniismesi
sirasinda diisiincede, zihniyette, teknolojik bilgideki gelismeler kadar,
insanin dogayla iligkilerini diizenleyen insaat talebinde de biiyiik bir
arti olmaktadir. Insanmn doganin tahrip edici giiciinii denetleyebilmesi,
degisik tiirdeki kaynaklarini yararli bir bigimde kullanabilmesi,
toplumlarda i bolimiiniin verimli olabilmesi, ancak degisik tiirdeki
altyapi projelerini yasama gecirmesi halinde olanaklidir. Toplumdaki
kurumsal diizenin kurulmas, yerlesme alaninda emegin yeniden iiretimin
insanin onurlu yasam hakkina saygili bir bigimde gerceklestirilebilmesi
de konutlarin ve kentlerin inga edilmesine gerek duyuyor. Kisacasi
modernlesmede yol alinabilmesi, biiyiik bir inga etme kapasitesinin
yaratilmasina baghdir. Tabii ki bu biiyiik kapasitenin yaratiimasi bir
anda olmuyor, tarihsel bir siire¢ icinde gerceklesiyor. Tiirkiye
Cumhuriyetinin 83 yillik yasaminda boyle bir insa etme kapasitesi
olusturulmustur. Bu kapasite artik Tiirkiye'nin sinirlari icinde hapis
olmamakta, uluslararas: diizeyde basariyla yarigabilmektedir. Bu
Tiirkiye'nin gurur duyabilecegi bir basar dykisiidiir. Ne yazik ki bu
bagarinin tarihi gelisimi yeterince arastirilmamus, yaziya dokiilmemistir.

Tabii bu bagarida toplumun degisik kesimlerinin katkilar1 bulunsa da,
bunlardan en merkezi konumda olanlar1 insaat miithendisleridir. Bu
katkilardan s6z edebilmenin ilk kosulu ise bu meslek toplulugunun kendi
tarihine sahip gikmasidir. TMMOB Insaat Miihendisleri Odast
kurulugunun 50. yihnda bu yonde ¢ok dnemli bir adim atmaktadur. “50.
Yilda 50 Eser” baslig: altinda baslattig1 calismayla Tiirkiye'nin ingaat
miihendisligi alanindaki basarilar1 hakkinda toplumdaki bilinglenmeyi
gelistirme yolunda bir arayisa girmistir. Bunun ilk adimimi 1923-2005



yillar1 arasinda firetilen ve ingaat mithendisligi (yapy, altyaps, su
yapilari, kiyi-liman yapilari, ulagim, vb.) alaninda Cumhuriyetin 50
biiyiik bagarisini olusturan eserlerin segilerek belirlenmesi ve bunun
kamuoyuna tanitilmasi olarak tanimlamistir.

Bu calisma Tiirkiye Cumhuriyeti'nin ¢agdaslasma iddiasmnin yagsama
gecirilmesiyle insaat mithendisligi arasindaki kargilikl iliskiye agiklik
kazandiracaktir. Iste belirlenen bu elli eser, insaat mithendisliginin
Tiirkiyenin cagdaslagma iddiasina katkisinin tepe noktalarini
olusturmaktadur.

Seksen yil1 agan ¢ok uzun siire i¢inde Tiirkiye gibi cok donemli
degismeler gecirmis bir tilkede, ingaat mithendisliginin yiiklendigi
iddialarin zaman icinde artacag1 agiktir. Ama giiniimiiziin biiyiik
iddialarinin gerceklestirilebilmesi, gecmisteki daha kiiciik iddialarda
saglanan bagarilar sonrasinda olanakli hale gelmistir. Cumhuriyetin
50 basaril eseri segilirken, tarih i¢indeki diin ile bugiin arasindaki bu
siireklilik goz oniinde tutulmustur. Bu 50 eserin secilmesinde, boyle
bir baglantin kurulmastyla, bir yandan gecmisteki basarilar hakkinda
bir deger bilirlik gosterilirken, ote yandan gelecegin iddialar: icin de
bir umut yaratilmis olmaktadir. Zaten modernitenin tarihten bekledigi
de bundan bagka bir sey degildir.

Gergeklestirilmesinde ingaat mithendisliginin 6nemli rol oynadig1
eserlerin, toplumun cagdaslasmasinda 6nemli bir iddia tagir hale
gelmesi, cogu kez insa faaliyetlerinin topluma gomiilme bigimine bagli
olmaktadir. Higbir yapiy1 insandan, toplumsal duyarhliktan, toplumun
gelismislik seviyesinden ve ortak ihtiyaglardan ayirarak ele almak
miimkiin degildir. Bu nedenle soz konusu eserleri de, bireysel katkilarmn
onemini gormezlikten gelmeden, onlar1 toplumun bir ir{inii olarak
da yorumlamak gerekecektir.

Bu eserlerin toplumsal bir iiriin oldugu kavranmaya basladiginda,
degerlendirmeye almacak eserlerin Tiirkiye topraklarinda bulunmasi
zorunlulugu, toplumsal yarari, yapimu sirasinda Tiirkiye'de insaat
miihendisligi iddiasinin gelismesine ¢ok yonlii katkilar1 olmast gibi
nitelikleri tastmasinin gerekliligi de 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir.

“50. Y1lda 50 Eser” calismasini tasidig1 iddiaya uygun bir bicimde
yapabilmenin ilk kogulu, higbir nemli eseri dista birakmayacak bir
tarama ve aday belirleme yolunun bulunmasidir. Bu kosul ancak
katilimci siireclerle gerceklestirilebilir. Oysa degerlendirme jiirisinin
tiim 6zendirmesine kargin aday gostermeye yeterli bir katilim

olmamustir. Belki de bunu normal karsilamak gerekir. Ciinkii bu bir
ilktir. Yolu agacaktir. Bu nedenle jiiri aday gosterme konusunda da aktif
bir rol yliklenme durumunda kalmistir. Calismanin her asamasinda Jiiri
Tiirkiye’de ingaat mithendisligi tarihinin gelismemis olmasinin stkintisin
yasamustir. Katilimer siirecler de calismayinca degerlendirme yapmak
icin gerekli bilgilerin saglanmasinda biiyiik giicliiklerle karsilagmistir.

Tarih bilgisi ilk bakusta tarih yazicilarinin bir tiriinii goriilse de, tizerinde
disiiniildtigiinde bir toplumsal iirtin oldugu hemen kavranur. Eger bir
toplumda tarih bilinci gelismemigse, tarih yazicisinin yararlanabilecegi
bilgi ve belgeler siirekli yok ediliyorsa, onemli olaylarmn aktif katilimcilar:
hatiralarini yazmiyorsa, degisik donemlerde yasayanlara iliskin sozli
tarih arsivleri olusturulmuyorsa, bir tarihgi ne kadar ¢ok gaba gosterirse
gostersin basarisi elindeki malzemeyle smirh kalacaktir. Odanin 50. Yilda
50 Eser ¢alismasinn, ingaat mithendisleri, miisavirlik firmalari,
miiteahhitler vb. ilgili aktorlerin tarih bilincinin yiikselmesine yapacag
katkinin, gelecekteki tarih yazicilarmin daha zengin bir malzemeyle
caligmasina olanak verecegini diigliiyorum.

Bu genel bakis acisi iginde Jiiri, calismasi sirasinda segilen eserlerin hem
zaman icinde hem de degisik yapz tiirleri arasindaki dagiliminin dengeli
olmasina 6zen gostermistir. 1923" ten 2005'e kadar uzanan siirede
Tiirkiye'nin gereksinmeleri, bilgi diizeyi, insaat yapma kapasiteleri stirekli
gelismistir. Bu nedenlerle 1920'1i yillarda yapilmig binalarin dlcekleri,
karmasgikliklari, kullanilan malzemeleri ve yapim teknolojileri, 2000'1i
yillarda yapilanlardan ¢ok farklidir. Bu iki farkli donemin yapilari tabii
ki ayni kefeye konulamaz. Ayni sekilde insaat sektortiniin bir kiiiik
konuttan biiyiik kampiislere, kdy yollarindan oto yollara, biiyiik sanayi
kuruluslarina, limanlara, barajlara, sulama tesislerine kadar uzanan
cesitliligi goz 6niinde tutuldugunda bu degisik alanlardaki yapilarin da
ayn1 kefeye konulamayacagini hemen anlar ve 6n plana gikarilacak 50
yapinin sektorler arasi dagiliminda da bir denge kurulmas: gerektigini
gortiriiz. Tabii ki boyle bir dengenin kurulmasi kolay degildir. Bu denge
jiiri iiyelerinin deneyimlerinden gelen sagduyuya dayanan uzlasmalarla
kurulmustur.

Jiirinin segim yapabilmesi icin, bir eserin secilmesinin ne anlama geldigi
konusunda, bir goriis birligine ulagmasi gerekmistir. Tiirkiye'nin 50 ingaat
miihendisligi eseri arasina girmek tabii ki onur verici bir seydir. O eseri
ayricalikli kilmaktadir. Onun 6nemini vurgulamaktadir. Ama kendi

alaninda onun en iyi oldugunu vb. nitelikler tagidigimni séylemek olanag1
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yoktur. Belli bir yapr tiiriinde, secilenlerle ayni belki de baz1 élgiitlere
gore daha iistiin nitelikte yapilar bulunabilir. Jiiri degerlendirmesini
yaparken cogu kez kendi tiirinde ilk olmasimna onem vermistir. Daha
sonra o tiirde daha iistiin nitelikte yapilar yapilmis olabilir. Béyle olmasi
da normaldir. Gelismenin geregidir. Tabii ki her segmeyi ilk olmak
belirlememistir.

Jiiri, cahismast sirasmda ¢ogu kez birden fazla dlgiitii gozoniinde tutmustur.
Bir yapiy1 ele aldiginda, aciklik, yiikseklik, kapasite vb. boyutlariyla,
kullanilan yapim teknolojisindeki yeniliklerle, maliyetinde sagladig:
tasarruflarla, yapim siiresindeki kisalikla vb. konularda miihendislik
bakimindan bir iddia tagiyip tagimadigin irdelemistir. Degerlendirmede
tizerinde durulan tek 6l¢iit bu olmamistir. Ayrica yarattig1 cok yonlii
faydalar tizerinde de durulmustur. Bu faydalar1 toplumda miihendislik
bilgi ve hiinerlerinin gelismesine yaptig1 katkilar, toplumsal sorunlarin
coziilmesinde sagladig1 yararlar, hatta toplumun sembolik kapitalinin
gelismesine katkilar1 vb. olmak iizere siralayabiliriz. Béyle cok sayida
olciite dayanan bir degerlendirmede tiim 6lgiitlerin secilen tiim yapilarda
ayni agirlikta yer aldigini sdylemek zordur. Bir yapida bir ol¢iit, diger
bir yapida bir bagka dlgiit agir basmustir. Ama Jiiri calismasi sirasinda
kargilikl1 bir etkilegme siireci icinde her eserin seciminde oybirligine
ulagmay1 basarmustir. Kuskusuz saglanan bu oydagma bu [iiriye 6zgiidiir.
Bir baska jiiri farkli bir yapilar grubu tizerinde oydasma saglayacaktir.
Bu da normaldir. Zaten bu tiir segmelerin bir iiri eliyle yapilmasi da bu
yiizdendir. Bagkas: da gerceklestirilemez.

Jiiri, calismasini tamamlayarak 50 yapidan olusan bir seckiye ulagmig
bulunuyor. Tiimiine bakildiginda Tiirkiye'nin ¢agdaslasma iddiasinda
Insaat alanindan gelen katkinin 6nemini gézler éniine seriyor. Insaat
Miihendisleri Odas: bu seckiyi bir yayimna doniistiirecek. Ama bu
calismayla baslatilan siirece kitabin yayinlanmasiyla bir nokta
konulmamalt. Tersine ingaatcilarin kendi tarihlerine sahip ¢ikmasinin bir
baslangici olmals. Tabii ki bunu bir son degil, baslangic haline getirmek
icin sorumluluk duymak ve gaba gdstermek gerekiyor.
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A General
Evaluation

Ilhan Tekeli

Turkish Republic is a Project of realization of modernization
challenge. As in all modernization projects, it relies on the trust
placed in human capacities. On the one side of this trust there is
the capacity of human being in the understanding the order of
nature and society and the capacity to develop scientific knowledge
on this order. On the other side there is the belief of human beings
ability of deciding what is best for itself. This is the person who
determines his own destiny. In reality, this belief is the base of
every engineering approach. Therefore the declaration of a
modernization challenge in general could be interpreted as a
declaration of an engineering challenge. Unfortunately, awareness
in the society was not created on this identity of modernization
and engineering, as this identity is not sufficiently emphasized in
development literature.

During the transformation from a traditional society to the modern
one, a substantial change occurs in mentality, in technological
knowledge and in internalized values of people, as well as an
important increase emerges in the demand of construction which
regulates relations of human beings with nature. Control of
destructive power of nature, beneficial use of diversified natural
resources, productive consequences of division of labor in society
becomes possible, if different modes of infrastructure projects are
realized. Construction of housing and urban areas are needed for the
establishment of institutional order of the society, and the realization
of reproduction of labor in a settlement in respectful way to the right
of life in dignity, extensive modernization results in creating a large
amount of building activity. Of course, enabling such capacity
should not happen overnight but through steady progress. In
Turkish Republic’s 83 years of life, such a capacity of building has
been created. This capacity is no longer limited to the territory of
Turkey. Moreover Turkey has been able to compete at an
international level. This is a success story that Turkey can be proud
of. Unfortunately, the historical development of this success has
not been fully recorded in written or oral form.

Although different parts of society have contributed to this success,
civil engineers have been at the forefront. A preliminary condition
enacted to explain the contributions of the Turkish engineers
community, should be to maintain its own history. The Union of
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Chambers of Turkish Engineers and Architects (TMMOB)
Chamber of Civil Engineers takes a very important step in the
50th anniversary of foundation. With its study, titled “50 Major
Works of the Republican Era”, it searches ways to evolve
consciousness in society about the success of Turkey in civil
engineering. The first step was taken by evaluating and reflecting
the works that were produced between the years of 1923-2005.
This formed fifty of the greatest successes of the Turkish Republic
in civil engineering field (buildings, infrastructure, water
structures, coast-port structures, tmnspormtion, etc.) and it
describes this as the presentation to public.

This study will explain the mutual relationship between
realization of the challenge of modernization of Turkish Republic
and civil engineering. These selected fifty works are part of the
vertex showing the contribution of civil engineering to the
challenge of modernizing Turkey

While over the period of the last eighty years Turkey has been
through many important changes, the challenges carried by civil
engineering increased in time. It is now possible to have greater
challenges in modernization programs due to the past experience
gained from previously successful but relatively small assertions.
While choosing the fifty successful engineering works of Republic,
the historical continuity of successful works between the present
and past has been considered. The considerations of continuity
involved in the choosing these fifty Works, on the one hand has
showed a sensibility for the success of the past generations, on
the other hand has created an expectation for the future challenges.
What is expected from history by the modernity is nothing else.

It is important to state that the assertion on the modernization
on society in which civil engineering plays an important role,
depends on the way the construction activities are embedded in
society. It would not be wise not to discuss any building by
separating the issue from the common need, the level of
development, social sensibility and man. It is important to state
that every building needs to be expounded as a production of the
society, without ignoring the importance of the personal
contribution.

When it is fully understood that these Works are social products,
then these works need to be evaluated and provide the necessary
qualities, like the necessity of being in Turkey, their social utility,
their contribution to the development of the assertion of civil
engineering in Turkey during the period of their construction

The preliminary condition of carrying out “50 Major Works of the
Republican Era” search adequate to the challenge it is necessary
to find a scanning method which will identify candidates without
eliminating any important work. This function can only be achieved
by a participatory process. Despite a full promotion campaign of
evaluation committee, it was found that not enough participants
made applications. This should be viewed and understood in order
to be received normally. Because this is the first study of its kind,
it is hoped this study will lead the way for further studies. In this
case the committee had an active part in choosing the candidates.
Through all levels of the elimination process in the creation of “50
Major Works of the Republican Eva” the committee had difficulties
because of the undeveloped history of civil engineering. When the
participatory process did not work, it experienced great difficulties
in reaching to necessary information.

In first glance, historical narratives can be considered as product
of historiographers, when it is further searched, it is better
understood that it is, in fact a social production. If the historical
consciousness does not develop in a society, then documents that
historians could have utilized are destroyed. Witnesses of the
important events do not write their memories, oral history archives
are not formed about the people who lived in different periods, no
matter how great a historian’s effort, his success will be limited
with the information he has available. It is imaginable that the
contributions for the study “50 Major Works of the Republican
Era” could be related to the point where civil engineers, consultants,
contractors, attempt to raise their historical consciousness allowing
future historians to study future progress with a more
comprehensive library of knowledge and materials.

Having this general view the committee paid attention to the balanced
distribution of selected works among time periods and building types.
During the period from 1923 to 2005, needs of Turkey, the levels of



technical knowledge and the capacity of construction continuously
increased. For these reasons, the construction technologies, materials,
complexities and scales of the buildings built in 1920's were totally
different from the ones built in 2000’s. Of course, the buildings of
two different periods can not be compared directly. Likewise, the
variety of construction sectors diversifying from small house to big
campus, from village roads to motorways, big industrial enterprises,
ports, dams, irrigation networks is considered. We can easily
understand that these buildings in different fields can not also be
compared either. We see that there has to be a balanced distribution
by fields among the foremost fifty constructions. This is not easy
to balance. This balance has been established by compromises based
on the common sense derived from the experiences of the members
of the jury.

In order to carry out an election, the jury committee had to reach
an agreement on the meaning of being a selected building. To
be selected as one of the 50 engineering works is a prestigious
honor. It emphasizes their success. But it is impossible to say
that any selection is the best in the field or has the best qualities.
In a specific kind of construction, there may have been other
works that have the same or better qualities than the selected
ones. The committee paid attention to which works that were
first in its class during the evaluations. There may be
constructions having better qualities that were built later. This
is quite normal. That is what development requires. However
being the first in a specific field has not been the determining
factor in all of the selections.

Generally the committee has considered more than one criterion
in the process of selection. When a building is evaluated its
characteristics such as; span, height, capacity and its cost
effectiveness, brevity of construction time and innovative
properties of construction technology are considered. However,
this has not been the only criterion in the evaluations. In addition
the versatile utilities created have been considered. We can
classify these utilities as the contributions to the development
in engineering knowledge and skills, the utilities involved in
solving of social problems together with the contributions in the
development of the symbolical capital of society. It is hard to say

that all the criteria have been balanced in all the selected works
that depend on many criteria. Certain criterion strongly
influences one construction while another criterion strongly
influences another construction. Throughout the process the
committee elected to work unanimously as a team. This resulted
in a final choice where all members of this committee had
unanimously agreed on the final choice of candidates. This has
to be considered as normal. This is the main reason of carrying
on this kind of selections by the hand of juries. Other ways are
unpractical.

The committee completed its study and has reached to a portfolio
of 50 distinguished engineering works of Turkish Republic. Each
work highlights the importance and contribution from the field
of construction to the modernization challenge of Turkey. The
Chamber of Civil Engineers will transform this election process
and results into a published document. The published documents
and the processes established by this study must not be an end.
This should be a starting point of increasing awareness of civil
engineers of their own history. This will be achieved by continued
commitment and support of all concerned actors.
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