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Cumhuriyetin
Binalar1

Dogan Tekeli

1n§aat Miihendisleri Odasi‘n, 50. yilinda, Cumhuriyetin 50 biiyiik eserini
secme ve yaymlama diisiincesi nedeni ile ictenlikte kutluyorum.

Cogunlukla olumsuz haberler ve iiziicii olaylarmn dne gikariimas: yiiziinden
bunalan toplumumuza bagarilarimiz1 géstermek, bu basarilari yaratan
cabalarin hatirlatilmasi, kuskusuz hem 6nemli bir hizmettir hem de yeni
bagar1 ve ¢abalar igin tesvik edici olacaktir. Bu nedenle ingaat miihendisleri
odas1 adina segmeyi yapan jiiri icinde mimar iiye olarak gorev yapmaktan
onur ve mutluluk duydum.

Cumhuriyetin tilkeyi yeniden imar hareketi icinde, alt yap1 ve enerji
tesislerinden baslayarak, anitsal, kamusal, kurumsal yapilara kadar
gerceklestirdigi binlerce tesis ve yap1 arasinda hangi elli eserin 6ne
ciktigma karar vermek, bu konuda objektif kriterler bulmak kuskusuz
kolay degildir. Her secme ve degerlendirmede oldugu gibi bu secme de
dogal olarak tartismaya agik olacaktir. Secilen elli eserin baska gériislere
gore bir kismimin listeden ¢ikarilmasi, yerine bagka bir kisim eserin
girmesi elbette miimkiindiir.

Jiirimiz, Ingaat Miihendisleri Odasi'nin sececegi eserlerin ingaat
miihendisligi acisindan 6nem tasimalari ile birlikte, Cumhuriyetin inga
ettigi biiyiik caba ve uzun soluk gerektiren ve dogal olarak bayindirlik
eserleri arasinda sayilan biiyiik mimarlik eserlerini de éne gtkarmay:
uygun gérmiis ve bu nitelikte 16 eser secmistir. Bu eserler arasinda
Cumbhuriyetin ilk yillarindan baglayarak son yillarda inga edilenlere kadar
cesitli biiytikliik ve tiirde yapilar vardir.

{Ik yillarda insa edilenler giiniimiizden bakilinca cok énemli gibi
goriinmeyebilirlerse de, jiiri bu gibi eserlerin inga edildikleri cagin
kosullarina gore basarilarini, 6ncii ve drnek olma gibi niteliklerini,
toplumsal yasama katkilarini goz oniine almis ve degerlendirmesini ona
gore yapmustir.

Jiiri degerlendirmeleri sonucu secilen 16 yapinin yapildiklar1 donemleri,
niteliklerini ve yapilma kosullarini kisaca gézden gecirmek yararli
olacaktir.

Secilen eserlerin 6 adedi, Cumhuriyetin ilk 25 yilinda ve tek parti
doneminde devlet tarafindan yaptirilan antsal nitelikte kamu yapilaridir.
TBMM binalari, Anitkabir, Ankara Gari, Istanbul Universitesi Fen ve
Edebiyat Fakiilteleri, Mersin Halkevi ve Ankara 19 May1s stad.

Bu yapilardan Anitkabir ve Tiirkiye Biiyiik Millet Meclisi yapilari, o
yillarda devletin gergekten kisith ekonomik olanaklarina karsin gerek



fiziksel gerek estetik nitelikleri ile uluslararasi en yiiksek kalitede
gerceklestirilmis yapilardir. Kamu kaynaklari ile insa edilmis, kamu
personeli tarafindan denetlenmis Cumhuriyeti onurlandiran yapilardar.

Ankara Gari, yeni bagkente giris kapisi olma niteliginde, gérkemli
boyutlari, ingaat malzeme ve detaylarmnin yiiksek kalitesi ile Tiirk
mimarlar1 ve miiteahhitlerinin gerceklestirdigi, doneminin en 6nemli
kamu yapilarindan biri olarak one ¢tkmakta ve hala bagari ile hizmet
gormektedir.

Bu donemin diger ti¢ yapisi Egitim ve Kiiltiir yapilaridir. Cumhuriyetin
ilk doneminde yapilmus olup, bu segkiye giren 6 yapidan ti¢iiniin
egitim ve kiiltiir yapisi olmasi herhalde rastlantisal degildir. O donemde
kisith biitcelere karsin devlet tarafindan egitim ve kiiltiire verilen
onemi vurgulamaktadir.

Cumhuriyetin ikinci dénemi sayilabilecek sonraki yaklasik 50 yilda
gerceklestirilen ve bu degerlendirmede ¢ne gikan 10 yaps, islevleri
bakimindan artik gesitlilesmis, listeye konut, saglik yapilari, is
merkezleri, ticaret yapilar1 ve biirolar girmistir.

Bu dénemde de segkiye giren, Egitim ve Kiiltiir yapilari, 4 adet olarak
agirlikli bir sekilde yer almaktadur. Bunlar kronolojik sira ile ODTU
yerleskesi, Istanbul Atatiirk Kiiltiir Merkezi, Abdi Ipekgi Spor Salonu
ve Istanbul Olimpiyat Stadudir.

ODTU, yerleskesi, Erzurum Atatiirk Universitesi kampusundan
baslayarak devletin gerceklestirdigi cok sayida biiyiik élcekte {iniversite
yerleskeleri arasinda, cagina gére oncii nitelikte olup, yiiksek mimari
ve ingai kalitesi ile one ¢tkmustir.

[stanbul Atatiirk Kiiltiir Merkezi, ingaat: kisith 5denekler nedeniyle
uzun yillara yayilmistir. Buna ragmen, 6zellikle opera temsillerinin
gerektirdigi yiiksek sahne teknigi olanaklarmin saglanmast icin hig bir
fedakarliktan kaginilmamistir. Tiirk mimar ve miithendislerinin
gerceklestirdigi énemli bir kiiltiir anit1 olarak yogun bir sekilde hizmet
vermektedir. Son aylarda, bu yapimn yikilmasinin; yerine kolayca
yenisi yapilabilecekmis gibi giindeme getirilmesi gercekten tiziictidiir.

Abdi Ipekgi Kapali Spor Salonu ve [stanbul Olimpiyat Stadyumu,
ilging striiktiirel yapilar1 ile Cumhuriyet Tiirkiye’sinin son yillarda
gerceklestirdigi uluslararasi diizeyde en biiyiik spor kompleksleridir.

Atakdy Toplu Konut yerlegkesi ve Erzurum Deprem Konutlari, biri toplu
konut alaninda biiyiik 6lcekli cagdas bir uygulama, digeri, biiytik bir
deprem felaketinden sonra devletin kisa siirede organize olarak depreme
dayanikly, gevre kosullarina uygun, basarili konut uygulamalar1 olarak
seckiye girmislerdir.

Ankara Giilhane Askeri Tip Akademisi, Biiyiik bir egitim ve uygulama
hastanesi ve saglik kompleksidir. Cok genis programu ile tek bir yap:
icinde ¢6ztimlenip insa edilebilmistir. Tiim ¢agdas saglik gereksinmelerini
karsilayabilen basarili bir 6rnek olarak one ¢tkmaktadir.

Ankara Kizilay Emek Ishani'ndan baglayarak, [stanbul Bakirkdy’deki
Galleria Aligveris Merkezi ve Istanbul Levent'teki Is Bankasi Genel
Miidiirliigii (Is kuleleri) Is Merkezleri ve Ticaret yapilarinn bagarili
ornekleri olarak seckiye girmistir. Her biri kendi alaninda bir 6ncii olma
niteligindedir.

Bu secki ile ortaya gikan sonug gostermektedir ki Tiirkiye’de Cumhuriyetin
ilk yillarindan baslayarak yap1 alaninda devlet 6nciiliik yapmakta, one
¢ikan yapilar devlet eli ile yaptirimaktadir. Ancak son yillarda devletin
yapt alanindaki onciiliigiinii 6zel sektor almus gibi goriinmektedir. Devletin
kamu yapilarin projelendirmek ve uygulamakta onci niteligini giderek
yitirmesi diistindiiriictidiir. Kamu yapilarinn, kiiltiiriimiiziin gostergesi
olarak hem kiiltiirel, hem fiziksel yiiksek nitelikleri ile gelecek kusaklara
kalacak nitelikte inga edilmeleri amag olmalidir. Bu nedenle hemen hemen
tiim bati iilkelerinde oldugu gibi yapu ile ilgili bir devlet politikasmnin
olusturulmas: ve bunlarin uygulanmast igin gerekli ortamin ve olanaklarin
yaratilmasi yasamsal niteliktedir.

Kisisel kanima gore bu listede bina olarak 6nemli bir endiistri yapismnin
bulunmamasi bir eksiklik olmustur. Jiiri calismalari sirasmda Cumhuriyet
doneminde inga edilen ¢ok sayida, onemli endiistri yapilar1 giindeme
gelmigse de herhangi biri igin jiiri'de ortak goriis olusmamustur.

Ingaat Mithendisleri Odasi'nin yaptig1 degerlendirme sonucu ortaya ¢ikan
bu yaymnin, Cumhuriyetimizin yap alanindaki basarilarma toplumumuzun
dikkatini cekme bakimindan ¢ok yararl bir ¢caba olduguna inaniyorum.

23



24

Buildings of the
Republic

Dogan Tekeli

I sincerely congratulate Chamber of Turkish Civil Engineers for the concept of
recognizing 50 Great civil Works of the Republic on the 50t anniversary of the
Chamber.

Demonstrating achievements to the society instead of frequent negative news,
undoubtedly will motivate young generations for new efforts and new
accomplishments. I am happy and proud of being an architect member of selection
committee on behalf of The Chamber.

It is not easy to determine objective selection criteria for 50 civil works of the
Republic, among diversified monumental, governmental, foundational and
infrastructure buildings from among thousands of potential candidates. Naturally,
any selection will be open to dispute. In the future, [ am sure there might be
alterations and additions to this list of the selected 50 works.

The selection committee has recognized 16 civil architectural buildings that
required extensive long term public effort and professional skills, besides their
importance in terms of civil engineering. The buildings, constructed throughout
the whole Republican era, display a wide variety in size and function

The works that were constructed in the first years of Republic may seem to be
of less importance and prominence. In those selections, the Committee has
considered the tough conditions of their construction periods, their advanced
and leading qualities, and contributions to social life.

It will be beneficial to review these 16 works describing their characteristics and
conditions of their construction periods.

The first 6 works are monumental public buildings that were commissioned by
the government during the single-party period in the first 25 years of the
Republic. These works are the Parliament building (Turkish Grand National
Assembly), Anitkabir, Ankara Train Station, Istanbul University Science and
Literature Faculties, Mersin Halkevi and Ankara 19t May Stadium.

Among these buildings, in spite of limited economical resources of the government
during those years, Atatiirk’s Mausoleum (Anitkabir) and Turkish Grand
National Assembly buildings were built with the highest international quality
standards both in terms of aesthetic and physical qualifications. They were built
by public resources and inspected by Turkish public authorities.

As the symbolic entrance portal to the new capital, Ankara Train Station, built
by Turkish architects and contractors, stands out with its magnificent dimensions,
high quality construction materials and details. It is still in active service today.



The other three works in the early Republican period are Educational and
Cultural buildings. The following list consists of 3 educational-cultural
buildings. Their close construction dates in the early years of the Republic
are not coincidental. This indicates the importance placed on education and
culture by the government, despite limited resources of those days.

The next 50 years can be considered as the second era of the Republic and the
remaining 10 works listed are various housing projects, medical facilities;
business centers, commercial buildings and offices.

The number of Educational and Cultural buildings that were selected from
this period is 4. They are, in chronological order, METU Campus, Istanbul
Ataturk Cultural Center, Abdi Ipekci Sport Hall, and Istanbul Olympic
Stadium.

Among a number of large size university campuses, METU. campus stands
out with its high architectural and constructional quality.

In spite of limited funds that delayed the construction time, Istanbul Ataturk
Cultural Center was built with very high standards using techniques that
are especially necessary for opera performances. The building provides an
extremely important service to the community and is an important cultural
monument built by Turkish architects and engineers. Currently, there are
distressing arguments to demolish the structure and build a new one in its
place.

Abdi Ipekci Sport Complex and Istanbul Olympic Stadium are among the
biggest international size sport complexes that the Turkish Republic has
achieved.

Atakoy Mass Housing Campus was selected due to its huge scale and modern
approach to mass housing. The other housing complex, Erzurum Earthquake
Housing is well-adapted to local conditions, and resistant to earthquake built
with limited public funds following an earthquake.

Ankara Gulhane Military Medical Academy is an educational and practical
hospital forming a large medical complex. Its large and complex program is
well-planned and housed in a single shell. It stands out as an important
example that meets contemporary expectations.

Ankara Kizilay Emek Business Centre, Galleria Shopping Center in
Istanbul/Bakirkoy and Is Bank General Directorate Building (Is Towers) in
Istanbul/Levent was introduced to the list as successful examples of Business

Centers and Commercial buildings. Each one has pioneer characteristics in its
own genre.

This selection reveals that government authority leads the construction efforts
in the first years of Republic and the prominent buildings in this era are public
buildings. Recently, private sector seems to have taken the leadership in
construction area. The diminishing role of the government in designing and
implementing public buildings is raising concerns. Public buildings as indicators
of our social and cultural values, should be constructed with the highest physical
and cultural qualities as a valuable inheritance to the next generations. Therefore,
it is vitally important to create a public construction policy and to establish the
necessary institutions to implement it.

In my opinion, an important industrial building should have been chosen for
this list. During the committee activities, many important industrial buildings
that were built in Republican period came into focus but the committee could
not come to an agreement on any of those proposed.

I believe that this publication of The Chamber of Civil Engineers” evaluation
will be very beneficial for drawing the attention of the society to the Republic’s
achievements in the construction area.
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